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Book Review 
Atltu of sedimenttuy stnlclllreN in emuuine Pd tidMiy-injlllenced river deposits of the Rhine-Meuse-Scheldt sys-
tem tuUl their tqJplieation to the interpretation of alllllogofl!l outcrop Pd subsurface depositional systems, by Allard 
W. Martinius & J. H. (Jamik) van den Berg, 2011. 
One of the most important tasks when preparing a palaeogeographical map of an area, is the interpretation of 
the depositional environments in combination with their relationships with laterally and vertically adjoining units, 
as well as the depositional mechanisms and the direction in which the sedimentary particles were transported. 
This may seem simple, but the education of geologists does not always include excursions to, or fieldwork in. a 
wide variety of environments. That is exactly why we have professional literature that geologists need for the in-
terpretation of the depositional environment of ancient rocks. The problem is nowadays, however, that the space 
in books and journals is commonly too limited for extensive photos. 
With the Atlas under review, this problem has been solved, at least for estuarine and tidally-intluenced river 
deposits. The authors worked for decades in deposits formed in these environments, in a recent setting (in the SW 
part of the Netherlands), in ancient rocks (Tremp-Graus Basin. Spain) and in core. It is fortunate that the authors 
have rather chosen to compile an atlas than to write a book: one good photograph tells often more than several 
pages of text. 
The Atlas is subdivided into six chapters, followed by 2 appendices, a reference list and an index. The structure 
is logical: an introductory chapter 1 is followed by a chapter 2 about processes and facies of estuarine and associ-
ated fluvial channels. Chapter 3 is the key part of the Atlas: a detailed account of the characteristic sedimentary 
structures and assemblages of the Pliocene and younger (till the present-day) estuarine and fluvial deposits ofthe 
Rhine-Meuse-Scheldt river systems. The next chapter 4 shows how the data from the (subrecent) sediments dealt 
with in Chapter 3 can be applied for the interpretation of hard-rock equivalents, and Chapter 5 indicates how the 
data from Chapter 3 can be applied to core analysis.The final Chapter 6 provides a synthesis summarization, in-
cluding a discussion of diagnostic parameters. Appendix 1 gives an overview of the hard-rock outcrop localities 
mentioned in the Atlas (particularly in Chapter 4), with their palaeogeographical settings, and Appendix 2 does so 
for the subsurface formations from which cores were analyzed in Chapter 5. Particularly the palaeogeographical 
settings will be of great interest for the readers of Journal of Palaeogeography! 
It must be concluded that the Atlas is a magnificent work. The large size, the thick paper, the excellent quality 
of printing all make the Atlas a valuable work that will certainly contribute not only to a better understanding of 
estuarine deposits, but that will also be helpful in recognizing such deposits in ancient rocks. 
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